











me . a whileis done i( <ook 

oiottvated to write/think about th me '° gel 
scene) recently. maybe j , ,s lssue (girls in the 
bu ''ve been so swamped whh p"" 101 " ° r ' Vhalever - 
lke say > “mm, 300 hours of ho IVm8 (and ° tl,er s <ufr 
gC"ng this zine done hasn't been',7* 3 " igh,) ' ha ‘ 

' Priorities for a while. | Wl i, al top on n 'y list of 
the scene/dance floor justice/nft,? S h S ‘ a " d by girls in 
Problem that needs to be dT bate 35 a rea ' 
have been feeling , ha , i just donT’ bU ' reCCn " y 1 
discussing i, anymore. j J l d ° n ‘.'van. , 0 be the onc 
opportunity ,o mark . a “ " ' s *"<■ as an 

wap it up so that i can fullv d ‘ fe and be g' n <o 
stufTas well, j don', fflink ab out other 

on one subject that you pi-eon hl ^ '° ge ' 50 5,uck 
could be too iate...) especiLv" h h C yourse,f (though i 

»«» «** «*, onLnZZ°,%T " "*» 

1 "ant to make ii -i ^ 1 k abom 
represent all sXe girls or hard * don '‘ c| aim to 

'vhole if someone feels left o^o *?* ° r CuXf P * a 
(b en . m sorry, i have never ton \ Kna,cd b >' this, 
agenda was inclusion ofall - . ) Said tbat my 
support or whatever, j have sj-n d' UniVerSa ' ' 0ve or 
obligation that i will/can h- 8 d n ° contr actual 

> ~ « *«-», Z2 ZT',"T “"w 

my goal With any scene-related never b een 

(ldca "y) is for no girh o 1 C ' vba ‘ *' "'an, 
be (sXe) scene solely because th ^ ' S ° latCd fro,n 
eel so strongly about this h Cy 3re glr,s ’ and i 

b ™gh i, and knowLw ,otr SC f haVe g0nc 

crsonally save each and evef ’ “ bl " * can 
•elmg that way, nor do i wanTto" " h ° Wri,es 10 ">e 
°' for P e °P'e "ho want to find ?? lhlS ? ' ne as a 
"ng on within this (sXe g ir | .L 3bout " ha < is 
lrtmg P'ace for people to hi d ~ '° Serve « a 

ntacts/connections. P lemsetv cs make 








When i got the idea for this zine, i sent 
around a form letter asking sXe girls i knew to write 
about their experiences as girls and how they feel 
about the sXe scene in general and talk about cuXfp. 
It is pretty easy to tell which pages were laid out by 
the contributors — mel, rebecca, kim and 
kim/samantha — and i laid out all other pages, i am 
printing a bunch of articles that i wrote (mostly this 
summer) and gave to other zines which either had 
very limited distribution, never came out, or that i felt 
specifically conveyed the point i am trying to make in 
this zinc, i tried my best to avoid repetition, but i 
don t know how well it worked, while i was laying 
the zine out i noticed a few inconsistencies between 
the articles i wrote, but decided that instead of 
changing them i would keep them the way they 
were - to show how my thought process has 
developed, also the numbers at the end of each article 
refer to the date on which i wrote the article, most of 
the contributions were given to me this summer, but i 
don’t have the specific dates, so... 

My plans for new zine stuff in the future 
are as follows: more fake zines (tho some kid bob 
keeps writing me screaming about stealing all his 
glory or something) because they are punk as fuck, 
not even 5 will probably surface some time this 
summer with the usual (but i don’t think there will be 
interviews this time around), it has been brought to 
my attention that i’m xflavor of the monthx, and i’d 
like to continue this for as long as possible, so if you 
have any suggestions on what kool new thing i should 
latch onto and suck dry, i’d be down, i don’t know, 
i’d really like kids to fight me a little more, so if you 
have anything random and incoherent and mean to 
say, please feel free to send it in and, umm, i swear 
i’ll write you back, really. 




, ^ < 'x/' 

A couple things have been bothering me 
lately about the mail i’ve been getting, so i’m going 
to discuss it here and maybe we can avoid future 
confusion. 

@i am slow at mail, very slow, i go to school full 
time, and i still have letters from the summer when i 
was away lying around. 

@i like feedback for the zine a lot. it’s good to know 
what people thought/think about it. i really appreciate j 
the time/effort people put into letters, and i do my 
best to respond to them all, really, one little hint - if i 
write a page in my zine (#4) talking about how 
offensive i think the word bitch is, and you write me 
saying you liked the zine and totally agreed with what 
i said, yet use the word bitch in your letter to describe 
a girl you know/are talking shit about to me even 
though i don’t know her or really care, you will get 
no letter back, (there’s 4 of those and counting just 
from last issue) 

@if you write me on stationary of women from the 
victoria’s secret catalogue and call me sugar buns, 
asking for an article for your zine, you will not only 
get a very nasty letter in return, but will also be 
promptly told to fuck off. (one and counting) 

©after writing a letter to mrr specifically about riot 
grrrl and how i really resent being labeled as such 
because i’m a girl, i still get mail asking me for rg 
info and/or telling me how much they support riot 
grrrl and somehow link that to me zine. i just don’t 
care about rg. it’s just not an issue in my life, ok? 
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melly mel X melly mel X melly me! 


daisy told me about the 
girIXedge whatever it's called 
zine and i was like yes tkis is 
suck a nifty idea, how i'm writing 
tkis i'm all excited and i dov\'i 
know wke^e to start. i could go 
on forever about tke fact tkat 
because i have an innie instead 
of an outie i'm treated differently 
in tke scene, i mean i work on 
two fanzines/ seen not keard - 
tkat i do on my own/ steel city 
sisterkood - tkat i've recently 
started witk tkree girlfriends/ i 
do a mailorder - far & wide/ i've 
kelped out and contributed to 
tons of otker zineS/ i kave too 
many penpals (meant in a good 
way of course)/ and i've done 
lots of otker poo for my scene 
(local or not), i know tkat if i was 
any boy doing all tkese/ i'd be 
seen as a h.c. god. but because 
i ; m a girlieXgid i ; m ignored/ not 
supported/ and/or pushed out. 
i've got a load o' stories to back 
tkis up/ from pkysical tkings 
kappening to me witk boys i 
don't even know/ to sly half 
serious comments made from 
boys tkat are supposed to be my 
friends, it's funny kow my ideas 
about tkis kave changed. i guess 
about 3 years ago i was just a 
c,ov\Si\VY\e.^ in tke scene and i 
never noticed boys excluding me 
because i never did anything. 


well/ tke more and more i do 
nowadays tke more and more i 
get slagged, i used to really 
think i was supported by the 
boys in my scene/ when now i 
feel let down all the time. o.k. 
there are a handful of guys in my 
local scene that i love cuz they 
stand by me (namely kyle/ jeff/ 
a dam y mike/ etc. you know who 
you are and you know who you 
aren't), and i swear every boy i 
know in europe (except one) is 
right into girl involvement, but 
anyway/ the majority of guys i 
know probably wishes that i (and 
all active girls) would just go 
away/ so they could have their 
scene back to themselves, i'm 
Sure all my girlieXedge friends 
will agree with me. a while ago • 



number one sold out 

















was getting so sick of all this 
crud that i put up with i ques¬ 
tioned why i do it. i had my 
doubts but i guess i know i eould 
never give up oil i ve. done and 
all i put into sXe or tl\e scene. i 
can't find i won't let anyone take 
this away from me. it really is my 
life./ so i just have to put up with 
it. i also wonde.ri»d if i wasn't into 
the sXe side of hardcore, if i'd 
have less boys on my back/ it's 
always been known that there 
are a helluva lot of meatheads in 
this scene./ and that's what i was 
sick of meathead attitudes/ but 
lately i care less what these 
people say or do. part of tl\e 
reason i stoHo.d railing myself 
sX e was to change peoples (and 
my own) opinions and stere¬ 
otypes about it being an all boys 
club or that sort of thing, i 
wanted people to see a girl into 
sXe that was sincere about her 
ideas/beliefs about not smoking/ 
drinking/ etc. and not some boys 
shadow/ girlfriend/ coatrack/ - 
whatever? well/ that was quite 
some time ago and now there 
are av'oiA^d 20 of us active girls 
and i really can't see any 
change in peoples thinking, 
maybe this is why i don't care 
anyynorc^ i do what i do y i do it 
for myself/ for the. few that really 
care 7 and i love it. i find strength 
n sisterhood/ when for so long 



''"’§50 


've felt like the only one/ fighting 
by myself, i feel i have something 
in common with all my girIXedge 
friends because we have all 
gone through and e.xpanav\ce.d 
the same sheeit. they all mean 
alot to me (how emo). obviously 
chicks up front and girIXedge is 
not going to change the world, 
for me it is a way to hopefully 
c^\coiArage. and inspire other 
girls to become involved and to 
let sexist boys know that we are 
here now and we are never 
going away, by the way it might 
seem like i am singling out boys 
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but i'm only talking from per¬ 

sonal expe^ience. some cool 
boys i k^ow i would consider 
chicks up front too. i ; m glad 
daisy decided to keep riot grrrl 
out of this zine. i don't in any 
way want to be confu sed for one 
of them. riot grrrl is a feminist 
separatist girls' club that in my 
eyes will hever get anywhere or 
achieve anything by excluding 
boys, they are more into creating 
a group where they feel comfort¬ 
able than changing sexist atti¬ 
tudes in the scene, besides i'm 
sick to death of hearing a\oout 
them, i don't call myself a femi¬ 
nist and haven't really ever, i still 
support feminists but i will criti¬ 
cize them as well, i've never 
agreed with the feminist 
idea that all men have 
always oppressed all 
women and that it's in mens' 
nature is to treat us as 
inferior, i am not saying 
women's oppression doesn't 
exist cuz it obviously does,, i 
just can't see any solutions 
for women within this sys¬ 
tem. feminists seem to see 
womens' oppression as 
more of a problem with men 
than as a problem with the 
capitalist system, i mean if 
getting women in the right 
places in this system is the 


solution to womens' oppression, 
you have to wonder why people 
like margaret thatcher and other 
'important' women never did 
anything for womens' liberation, 
and never intended to. now i've 
been introduced to socialism i 
feel confident that without it 
there is no hope for vjon\ans' 
liberation ever. hmmm... well, 
this is a very long topic to get 
into and with the amount of 
space i have i'll have to leave it 
at that, i've written an article on 
this subject in seen not heard 
number two. buy it, read it, ask 
questions, and write me. super 
duper thanxxx again out to 
daisy. 












will n.v , expcnence “ a w °m a 'i in "Ihe scene" 
J!" . e , r be ‘ he same 35 yours. You will never be 
grabbed by erba at a face value show and then see 

You wi.f a8e d l diCating 3 (?) son e s *0 ohicksupfront. 

vou chi ne r? e defined 3nd jud 8 ed b y the people 

did" vSed ? “ Y ° U Wi " " eVer h3VC " fuck > 

,. f' led at y° u ontside clubs. You will never be 

called fat bitch, dyke and frigid when you don’t play 
Ihe role. I will and have. p y 

I have spent years on the outside. I have 
gone to shows for 2 years, up front and supporting 
ons of bands with all my heart - without recognition 
s different for me because I can’t talk to boys in 

: d V;" °r'‘ bei "g take n as a pick-up line,and 
you | can t watch bands without being a target 
~o^cked with, because "thosLo L 

_ j i, , 1 have P'ayed the role, dressed the par, 

accent l m r° U,h ,! hUt f ° r ,0 ° '°"S * J««» so you’d 
accept me^ It never happened and so now I stand on 

my own. Now , wj|| do md say ^ ^ ^ ^ 

can stop me. If you want to support me, then I ' 
vc come you with open arms, but I no longer need 
this scene s approval to validate myself. 

Ihint I, Th ? next timc you see me at 3 show, don’t 
think, about what a bitch I am or how I hit you when 

you stepped on my face. Think about why Urn as 

X* “ ' 3m - ThC iSOla,ion ’ se P arat ion and neglect I * 
h e felt ,s no, only mine, bu, i, belongs to every sXe 

fnH 1 h neV£r me ' 3 fu "-° n sXe Sir! who feels 

lOOWr^’ 7n eVen apprecia,ed b y 'bat scene 
. 100/. of the time. I have only met girls, who after 

resole! 'if r ,0n h3Ve ‘ Urned ‘° anger 38 their on| y 

resource. If I am not angry, I am not alive. 

It’s about T l at S ^ hat chicksu P fron ‘POSse is about. 

.1 about girls working with that anger and 

LTh'm' * g6 ‘ Shi ‘ d0ne "’ s "bout standing up 

fronf holding hands and screaming the words a. the 

top of our lungs. It’s about feeling my knees go weak 

uring ays after" in nj and screaming "you search 
or powe, and found my pa . n „ J r o eard. s 

abou feehng the lyrics so deep that you want to cry j 
" ab0Ut not understanding why people are 

rTne I Ta"h ,°? y ° Ur llCad dUri, ’ g 3 S0 "S a 8 a -t date 
rape. It s about supporting and loving other sXe girls 

because if we don’t help each other no one else will 




















And 1 think it’s working. Small little steps. 

Like starting to get more positive mail than hate mail. 

Like having 2 bands in one night dedicating songs to 

cuXfp. Like working it out and figuring out that 

there’s 25 boys in cuXfp. It’s about getting letters 

from boys that are so smart and great that you feet J 

if maybe at least a few people are listening. It s 

standing up for myself and confronting you and 

i nl you that what you’re doing is hurting me. 
telling you^ ^ fight doesn , t haye t0 be Just ours 

I want response from males and females, I want to 
know how 1 am being alienating and bypQcr.ttcal 
want constructive criticism, and 1 want you to be able 
to take it too. I want to be respected by you, and l 
want to be able to respect you. Eliminating sexism m 
the scene is everyone’s responsibility. If you make 
a top priority of yours, rest assured that I will 
aDDreciate that, and you. 

M gave this one to offcenter zine, and got slammed 
on the facing page for wearing leather shoes a year 

n.s* it. liev 
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I've never felt part of the "scene". I'm not down with any kind 
of "in-crowd" or up on all the scene gossip or possessing of much 
colored vinyl. My pants aren't 20 sizes too big and I've never been into 
krisna... 

I started going to shows relatively recently. The politics 
appealed to me most because I had been into the Manchester thing after 
living in England, but that was just kids with their brains fried from 
too much extacy. So I was attracted to straight edge, and the action and 
hope that punk seemed to offer. I came into hardcore with a male;! 
perspective, because all the people who introduced me to it were male. ] 

I saw them in their own little club, and I had to fight to find a place in j 
■r 4 2it for myself as a girl, because there wasn't a place ready made for me. 
p^jThere was no chicks up front posse to give me support. It's not easykjj 
/^gfor a girl to just jump into hardcore and feel like she has a right to be^ ^ 
there. I definitly feel like I'm expected to prove myself, but I don't 
l think I should have to. I don't do the things I do just to pass some rite 
of acceptance. I have definitly felt ignored and people assume that I P 
don't know anything because I'm a girl and I'm not loud. And a lot of v v ^ 

times, they're right, I don’t know much. But who cares what you jisri 

guess I’m lucky not to have ^ • fZjjS f j 

use toward me personally. I : xi ? jr XM >2 



I know, it's what you do that's important. I 
3 experienced much direct antagonism, or abuse 


g iui muriey ui uyirig iu piay ju^es un :^jf 
jme... I get sick of being on the defensive constantly. Sometimes I 
\ think I should be more obnoxious. But why should I change my s/r 

behavior either to be more passive or more aggressive because of ap 
bunch of pathetic assholes? V 
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The main thing I do is my zine Bulldozer which is basically 


my ranungs ana ooservanons ana stun. Me againsi me wona. 
haven't done any interviews with bands, not because I'm against them 
or anything, but I feel like I have too much shit to sort through first. I 
often feel like if I was a boy, this would be different, that maybe I 
wouldn't feel like I have to do so much shit sifting before I get down to 
things like bands and scene stuff. But the world is so fucked up, and 
me along with it. Bulldozer came out of some kind of dcspairation and 
feeling that I couldn’t just sit passively by, especially since I'm a girl.^ 
I've gotten a pretty good response from it so far, which is really" , 
validating and gives me the energy to do more stuff. Hardcore can get^^ 
so insular sometimes and so impersonal. I read zine after zinc of just 
interviews that might as well be the same band, and preaching and \ m 
previews and more reviews, and I go to shows and everyone looks 
exactly alike. Life is not just about going to shows and buying records! 
and trying to look like your favorite band. In order not to implode, you 
have to get inspiration from all different sources. Read books, talk to 
people who are different from you, and also examine and learn from 
yourself. Be fucking three-dimensional! This is why I think zines are' 1 
so important to hardcore: they arc a forum for ideas and inspiration for 
action. 

That's why I'm involved in a secondary project, Junglcgym 
Zine Distro machine which I do with Josh and Irene. We want to 
hopefully encourage more people to read and do zincs. Revolution cut 
and paste style now! I also do a radio show at school called Slim Fast 
and Die. I play bass too, NOT as a token girl bass player, but because 
I love the way a bass sounds, and I have fun just fooling around. I'm 
not in a band yet, but plans are afoot. . . In all things I do, I find it 
really hard to be taken seriously as a girl. I'm sick of people assuming 
I'm a riot grrrl or telling me how I should fight my battles. Sometimes 
I don't want to fight battles, I just want to be free to be creative and live 
my life as a human, not as a girl. 

Being sXc is not a big part of my life. It's a convenient labeli 
, that describes my affinities and puts me in a category with people who! 
have similarities to me. I don't drink, smoke or do drugs for a lot ofl 
reasons, but being straight edge is not one of them. In fact. I’m usually 
embarrassed to call myself straight-edge because of the types of people 
that I get categorized with. I feel no similarity to gangs of tatooedj 
straight youth in football jackets who will be drinking 40 ouncers in al^ 
year or two, just like their old heroes. I'm not straight edge. I'm girl 
edge. 
















jam. xxmm r.iii ifii/t »-ar--—— 

Chicksupfront is awesome and very inspirational. To me ... 
means knowing that I’m not alone and there are girls who are out there 
Ip fighting battles, even if I don't know them. It means feeling justified 
^ to be here and to do what I'm doing. It means being inspired by girls 
land not just boys. It means I don't have to give up on all the straight 
| edge losers. It means I don't have to be embarrassed to be straight edge 
5anymore. It means knowing there are cool boys and not just stupid 
| ones. It means cooking is cool, and if I want to, I can fight because I 
know I'll have people to back me up. I feel a little weird though, about 
using chicksupfront posse as a label because it's not like some club or 
j anything, it's basically an in-joke which I didn't have any part in 
|creating, but which I can look to and gain inspiration from. You can't 
j be a "chick up front", though a lot of people would like to see it that 
| way, so they can push girls into nice convenient categories where 
I everyone has exactly the same ideology. It's an attempt to make girls 
lone dimensional. But we're not, we’re all different. I’m not just a 
1 straight edge chick. I'm also a lot of things, anarchist, vegan, feminist, 
| blah blah blah, and a whole lot of other things which can't be named so 
I conveniently. 

As far as feminism goes, I am against hierarchies of any sort 
Ibecause they are all destructive. That includes hierarchy of the state, 
I hierarchies of religion, hierarchies of gender, as well as hierarchies 
I who's been in the scene longer or who has cooler clothes. Chicks up 
[Front fuck you and your petty little chain wallet dragging, hard 
Imoshing, Erba worshipping, lollapalosa going, coatrack wanting, 
Jstussy wearing, krisna chanting, milk drinking asses UP! We are 
jjeverywhere, we are boys and girls living the revolution, so get used to 
Sit. 
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[Love and kisses, 

RebjbccM 


junglegym distribution machinej 


ipobox 342 


bulldozer zine #1 


1440741 
lusa 



1 dollar plus 2 stamps 


PO Box 342 
loberlin, OH 44074] 
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|be creative, not created] 


zine-only 

to herald 
in the cut 
and paste 
revolu tion. 
a stamp or 30 cents for 
a_cat.alog and more info. 
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A girl from America wrote to me a couple 
of months ago, after reading the first issue of my 
fanzine ’simba.’ She said that she disagreed with my 
feminist perspective. She thinks that women should 
"quit talking about things and just get on with it." 

This seems really tweaked to me. That seems to be 
saying that everything to do with sexism has been 
dealt with. That all has been discussed, conclusions 
have been drawn and changes have occurred as a 
result. Nothing’s changed. Well, little has changed. 

Things need to be written about. Problems 
need to be addressed. Issues need to be raised. Getting 
on with our lives, where sexism is encountered 
relatively rarely, isn’t good enough. To behave/talk in 
a non-sexism way isn’t enough. And it’s not even as 
though all involved in the scene are non sexist. Three 
examples of sXe boys, who at first appear non-sexist, 
come to mind: one dislikes hairy legs on women, one 
likes women to have long fingernails, and one has a 
topless woman on his wall. Hardly in accordance with 
my ideas of a ’new man’... 


\ Sexism in hardcore is a passe topic. 

Everyone knows that the sXe hardcore scene is aware 
* of sexism and tries to deal with it. Sexist language 
and behavior is frowned upon. I, a woman, am made 
welcome and treated with respect by most males. The 
point that I am only one of only a handful of girls 
involved is acknowledged and everything. And that’s 
that. Subject closed. 




* OI OTX\a i/s 

We need to talk more about sexism. Hassle 



We are all guilty of allowing the roles of 
our society to continue to be ascribed according to 
gender. We let our mothers wait on us when we are 
capable ourselves. We support industries/companies 
which are sexist. A simple example would be me 
refusing to see the film BASIC INSTINCT because I 
thought it was degrading to women, but then a few 
weeks later supporting the same film company, by 
going to see another of their films. 

We need to stop supporting a sexist 
society. We need to fully support a non-sexist 
hardcore scene. Not just ’frown upon’ sexist behavior, 
but be fully intolerant of it. We need to continue to 
see sexism as an important problem, not simply a 
manifestation of capitalism that can be swept under 
the carpet until "the revolution." -viQ*20 brangwyn 
way*brighton*sussex*bnl 8xa*england*from an 
article she wrote for a boy named lins’ zine. 


people if they are sexist - not let it ride. I am guilty 
of this in a big way. I shouldn't be. I am an assertive, 
strong woman. Yet, I sometimes allow others to be 
sexist in my presence. Just last week I just stood there 
after someone at a gig suggested that the BSc after 
my name stood for "bitch sucks cock." Why? And 
why didn’t the three boys I was with say anything 
either? Why let people say things like this in our 
presence? 

Sexism hasn’t been dealt with. It isn’t a 
solved problem. It hasn’t gone away. We are 
complacent. Smug. Sexism doesn’t really affect our 
everyday lives, so we don’t deal with it. Don’t have 
to deal with it. Yet there are millions of women 
dealing with it every fucking day. Women are still 
being treated with discrimination, violence and abuse. 
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Straight edge is presented as nothing more than a pre-packaged set o 
hand-me-down values (complete with dress code!) bought and sold at 
the expense of true creativity, real thought and individuality. SXE is 


the expense of true creativity, real thought and individuality. SXE 
no threat to anyone. It doesn't have to be. 
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I want a place where I can find a balance between being sXe and 
hating that scene for its apathy. I need a place where I can vent my 
feminist tendencies in a familiar setting. I can't give up any of the 
three because they all make up who 1 am. Chicks up Front is the one 
place where I can find that balance because we are making it cool to be | 
a girl and be sXe. 


As much as Chicks up Front is about inclusion,visibility and 
participation, in another way it is also about reclamation. My 
involvement in Chicks up Front is my way of taking back what sXe h.is 
always meant for me, but has gotten so far away from. Chicks up 
Front is the only place where I can still consider myself sXe because 
the cuXfp version is the one that we create. SXE cmnot t<e an end 
unto itself. I propose we move it beyond. 









C screaming, always screaming, and this weekend was 
c‘ n0 d f erent - 1 mean, it’s ridiculous. And the faith in 

' you that 1 never rea,, y ha d, but wanted to believe in 
; so bad. well that’s gone to. 

You d think that for once, something might 
at least make a little fucking sense. That if you 
fucking read the lyrics, and sing along and talk so 
much about how you love the band - that what they ' 
were trying to say would at least mean something to 
you. That you would be able to draw one of the most 
basic connections there is, and act accordingly But i 
guess not. 

Fuck, I mean, why is this my 
responsibility? Why isn’t anyone else concerned? 

Why doesn’t anyone else see the basic flaw in (or 
lack of) logic here? But if i don’t say anything, no 
one will and it needs to be said so i start to scream 


I'm shaking so hard it’s incredible and 
have been since the song started. Because it fucks 
with me, you know? It’s so good and so real that I 
feel it crawl up my spine and sink into my mouth like 
a big lump making me want to cry. But instead i am 
shaking so hard that i can’t cry and i can’t react so i 
begin to push back. I begin to feel really 
claustrophobic, like i just want my own space to 
experience this and react to it and all these people are 
in my way and i want to fucking explode. 

and it’s all like slow motion, i feel myself 
falling and pushing myself back up and dancing and 
shoving hack with all my might, and i feel a kick to 
my head but its ok i am ok and then i turn around and 
see her crying. She is hurt and is led away and then it 
hits me. Then everything goes quiet in my head and it 
hits me that what has just happened is so wrong. It’s 
just so wrong i can’t believe it, and i start to shudder 
twice as hard as before and start yelling. 


But this time its not the lyrics comming 
out. So the music finally stops and she is ok, but i’m 
not and i try to explain to him what just happens and 
he nods his head but that’s not enough. It’s not 
enough for us to know. For us to understand, i am 
about to explode and i start to say that ihavetheright 

tostandhcrenadlistcntothissongandnotgetkickedinthefuc 
k mghcadandthatyou ’redoingjustwhatthesongisaboutand 
thisfuckingsongisaboutviolcncetowardswomcnandi’m/s 
he sgettingkickedintheheadandwhydon’tyouseethatitsw 
ronganditjustshouldn’tbefuckinghappeningifyoureallyb 

elicvcthewordsyou’rcsinging. and i feel totally 
violated and empty and i’m still shaking, so then i 
stop because what the hell will it accomplish anyways 
and i try to relax, but the feeling is over and the show 
is lost. And i turn around next song to see her next to 
me and its like nothing has happened and she’s fine, 
but it is not fine and i am not ok and this is not ok 
*(10.19) 




















Personally, I feel good in the scene over 
here; everyone accepts me, and supports the things I 
do. The fact that I sing in a band I experience as 
positive. I also get that same feeling from the people 
in the scene. Of course I’d like to see more girls at 
concerts, playing in bands or doing fanzines. But from 
personal experience I’ve learned that this has, one 
way or another, to do with the system we live in. As 
long as we live in a system that ogresses women and 
does not treat them equally, the situation will never 
change. Men are still expected to be the "tough" guys 
and girls to be "weak" and helpless." 

From birth our role is programmed by this 
system. The little girl will become a mother and 
housewife and the little boy will become the one to 
bring home the weekly wages (which mean women 
become dependent on men). Women are still being 
paid less for the same work as that of a man. 

Abortion is s # ill illegal, which means a woman 
doesn’t have in; right to decide over her own body, 
which is sexist in itself! Also, when a woman gets 
pregnant, she’s automatically put into the vulnerable 
position in this system. This system is just plain 
sexist! 

Therefore I think it’s very important that i 
we put an end to this capitalist system, because that’s 
where the problem lies. The capitalists make sure that 
men and women are divided, black and white, 
etc...They create hate between them, which is in fact 
very beneficial for them, because as long as the 
people fight amongst each other (and don’t unite) they 
are distracted from the real problems, and the real 
enemy - the capitalists. Without capitalism, there’s no 
sexism, fascism or racism. The one thing we have to 
do to stop it is to break this system! 

Break the chains, the indoctrination of the 
ruling class, oppressing the people. A fight against 
sexism is a fight against the ruling class capitalists, a 
class war. Everyone together fighting for a better 
world, where there’s no more systematic oppression 
of women. Maybe this sounds radical, but I’ve 
learned (experienced) that it’s the only possible 
solution when you take a good, close look. Pick up a 
book or other information on it, I did and I found a 
real alternative, we can change this situation we are 
forced into, but only if we do it together and don’t 
become distracted. Everyone unite! It makes me feel 
good that there’s people willing to fight for me (and 
you), so together we can do it! 

*saskia*passionistenlaan 41*8500 kortryk*bclgium 








You think that it's so fucking easy. Black 
and white, right and wrong. Of course you’re one of 
the good ones, not a sinner. No room for 
improvement or mistakes. You’re the best vegan there 
is, you know, telling the other kids they will burn for 
wearing leather, but your cross-trainers are old 
(school) so it’s ok. Don’t you fucking understand that 
there's more to this (life) than third grade politics and 
animal rights propaganda that you stole from a peta 
flier (xeroxed in some other kid’s zine)? I m not a 
homo but they’re cool as long as they don’t try to get 
on me. Yeah, sex is wrong and bad (oppress me) and 
HI never be that weak unless it’s my best friend’s 
girlfriend while he’s not looking, or she’s really cute. 

It’s not as clear as you want it to be. sXe 
and veganism, yeah they’re good (great) but why do 
you (all) stop there? There’s so much other shit going 
on You’re not exempt from blame, ever. As long as 
you keep using the word bitch (faggot) but put me on 
the thanks list, you’re in the clear. It’s not so clear cut 
that once kids fall off the edge they’re automatically 
heroin addicts (and if you don’t think that letting 
those kids sleep in your bed is what sXe is about in 
93, then...). As long as you swear up and down that 
you're not like the rest, but then knock me the fuck 
down whenever I assert my rights (independence). 
Yeah, I’m not sexist, but obviously cuXfp and 
girlXcdgc arc bad and separatist, and my friend 
feels left out because she’s not sXe. Well I never said 
my agenda was girl inclusion or bonding or unity. 
Never. Not once, I don’t care who you fuck or what 
(who) you eat or who you know. It’s not (should not 
be) about scene points or in crowd or playing the role 
(change your shirt for the edge show so you’ll be 

down). . a 

Stop. Maybe for once you II look beyond 

tills. You’ll realize that it may be necessary to read a 
book or think about it before you talk. Look for 
connections, and possibly emancipate yourself from 
such a simplistic view of the world. Begin to know 
that the meat you’re eating is directly connected to 
oppression of women, economically depressed people, 
slaves, gays, ethnic minorities, etc. Or maybe you 
won’t. Maybe you’ll never understand more than 
what’s presented to you at face value (tony erba can 
suck it). Push beyond, go deeper, try to know rather 
than pretend. Yeah, hoods up get the bats - dance 
floor justice cuXfp stylcee. 

*_trv rpvpal 7inei7.9) 
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That is what this zine is all about. It is a 
voice for all the girls who I care so deeply about, and 
some who I don’t know as well, but who I think have 
valid things to say. It is a way for sXe girls to make 
their voices heard in a collective way, yet not by 
trying to spew any party line. We are all individuals, 
yet I wanted to present these voices in this format 
because what we have in common is so profound and 
important. I also see this zine as a very concentrated 
contact list and resource. It is filled with addresses of 
tons of women who I think have great things to say. 

So that all the girls out there who may feel cut off 
geographically and/or emotionally from what we're 
doing or saying or feeling, can know that they’re not 
alone. 

I want to not only help explain/share our 
space for a few minutes of your time, but I want you 
to understand why it is so necessary. Because I have 
this feeling that maybe if I do my best to explain this 
to you one more time, that you’ll start understanding 
and accepting, and maybe even stop trying to fight 
me. 

*(7.14) 
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WHEN THE SUBJECT OF GIRLS IN HC ARISES USUALLY ONE THOUGHT OR PICTURE IS PREVELENT. 
WE ARE MOST OFTEN SEEN AS VERY FEW, AND VERY SUPPORTIVE OF EACHOTHER. WE ARE JUST 
HC/SE CIRLS FROM EVERY STATE FORMING SOME SORT OF NETWORK TOGETHER TO MAKE OUR 
PRESENCE NOTICED. KIND OF LIKE THIS ZIN2, WHICH WE DON'T OBJECT TO, BUT THIS IMAGE 
CAN BE EXTREMELY FALSE. WE ARE HC/SE GIRLS, BUT THIS DOES NOT MEAN WE SHARE THE 
SAME VIEWS OF OUR OTHER SO CALLED "SISTERS". WE ARE EXPECTED TO OPEN OUR ARMS TO 
EVERYGIRL THAT WALKS INTO A SHOW. MOST OF THE TIME THESE GIRLS ARE MERELY GOING 
THROUGH A PASSING IDENTITY OR WERE DRACGED BY THEIR BOYFRIENDS. WE HAPPEN TO HATE 
SOME OF OUR FELLOW HC GIRLS VIEWS. FEMINISTS THAT ARE ANTI-CHOICE, LOUD MOUTH 
MAN BASHERS, UNTHREATENING GIRLS NOT T/JCINC ADVANTAGE OF THIER POWERFUL POSITIONS. 
THE POINT IS THAT WE ARE BETTER THAN THAT, WE DO NOT HAVE TO BUY INTO ONE UNIFORM 
VIEW TO BE NOTICED. LIKE ALL HUMAN BEINGS WE ARE INDIVIDUALS, WITH INDIVIDUAL VIEWS. 
► v WE WILL NOT SETTLE FOR BEING LUMPED INTO ONE CATEGORY OR ONE SET OF BELIEFS. 
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I feel very uncomforlable as the token 
feminist. I am tough and loud and I can be one of the 
meanest people you’ll ever meet (when the situation 
demands) but I’m also a human being. I try so hard to 
be up front and honest and fair, but I find it really 
hard to do so when people are constantly shoving 
expectations and stereotypes down my throat. When I 
am not allowed to be who I am because it just doesn’t 
fit into your (narrow) definition of what feminism is. 

I guess you dismiss me because its a lot easier to 
think of me as mean and loud and asexual, than to 
really know what I am about and why. Its really easy 
for you to dispose of me for being scary and out of 
control, then to actually think about what I am saying 
and what could have possibly made me so mad. I 
guess it’s just really hard for me to understand why so 
many people are threatened by me. Scared of me. 

I am just a little kid at 17 years old. Small 
and naive and ignorant of so much of the world. I live 
my life with one goal in mind - trying to retain 
control of my surroundings, and vowing to keep 
screaming when things don’t turn out right. 

Screaming when I feel threatened and abused. When I 
feel helpless. Screaming to help people understand the 
isolation and pain. The pure rage and terror and 
despair 1 know living as a w'oman. The utterly 
debilitating fear that gnaws at my gut as I walk along 
the street at night. During the day. Everyday. 

I try to express this pain in rational, clear 
terms. I try to help you understand why I rant and 
rage so often. It’s not a fucking game I’m playing 
here. I try so hard because I want you to see it’s real, 
and 1 want you to know how you perpetuate it. I try 
to tell you how it feels, but all too often it seems like 
you’re not listening. Because I am too young, or 
because I’m not smiling and shaking your hand or 
batting my eyes. I don’t want to always fight you, 
can’t you see? I need your help, and that’s probably 
why I scream so much, because in many ways, I can’t 
do this without you. I want you to hold my hand and 
help me up when I get too tired to fight against it. 

But you don’t, you fight me instead. You begin to 
feel uncomfortable and you refuse to listen. 

Because I’m looking straight into your face 
and grabbing onto your arm and shaking you with all 
the strength I’ve got (which is obviously inferior to 
yours) and telling you how you can stop killing me. 
How you can stop destroying my being and my spirit. 
And you pretend to listen to me as you nod your head 
up and down and pat me on the shoulder. But you 
don’t know and I wonder if you ever will. 
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So I start screaming and trembling and 
shaking you and smacking my palm into your head 
again and again. Because as long as you refuse to 
listen, I mean really listen, you will never know. And 
maybe that is why you are scared of me. Because you 
know that what I offer you will take time. That 1 
possess no easy answers, but just the means to begin a 
long and painful process. That 1 refuse to stroke your 
ego and tell you that you’re one of the good ones, 
that you have nothing to worry about because you’re 
not one of "them." 

I feel like it’s so much more than people 
being intimidated by me, than people disagreeing with 
my views. It’s about me fucking with your little, 
sheltered world. Me screaming about things that you 
know you (and 1) do. It’s about me fucking with you 
about things you do that you (know you have to) 
want to change. I wish I could make it easy for you 
to change, for you to help (me) yourself. But you 
know, it’s just not. It’s just not about being 
comfortable and secure. It’s about trying to 
understand and sympathize with other people’s 
struggles. To learn how you can alleviate their 
suffering. 

So I’m really (not) sorry that I can’t pat 
you on the back and tell you that it’s ok. Because it 
never has been and I really don’t think it ever will be 
until you begin to realize, and I mean fully realize, 
just how uncomfortable I feel and how you play a 
part in all that. 

♦for contrast newsletter (7.14) 
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I didn’t send a recent picture, but I wanted 
to send this picture of a half naked woman, a picture 1 
love. I would have sent one of me, half naked, but 
everyone would probably think I’m crazy here in 
belgium. Nakedness of women is very powerful. I feel 
good about my body and I’m very sad (that) not 
everyone else does, because of this repressive society, 
and the image men have created of women. 


society that is. I haven’t really involved teminism in 
hardcore much, I couldn’t really see the practical way 
of doing that, especially being one of the few. 

I have played in two bands, so I have had 
the experience of being up on a stage, playing bass, 
guitar, and even singing a couple ot songs in our set. 

I remember someone said to me, alter a show, that he 
admired me as a musician in hardcore because I could 
be on stage, play hardcore and still radiate strong 
feminity. Think of it what you like (number of ways 
to interpret it), 1 thought it was cool and well meant. 
Soon I will be on stage again, playing guitar with 
i Shortsight. Saskia sings and yells at people. She’s 
i, really cool and a good friend, and a chick up front! 
jVm also working on a fanzine with another woman, 
f and on separate publications and writings and I take a 

lot of pictures at shows. 

I’m pretty happy in our scene, there’s a lot 

1 of caring people, but sometimes it gets to me, that 
I’m not taken seriously. Sometimes I feel my persona 
beliefs, advice, and viewpoints are not as important x 
^ others’ I feel pretty rotten when people ignore what 1 
; just said, or ignore me totally, whether that is becaus< 
I am a girl or not I can’t prove, but it feels like 
it...sometimes... 

I love letters, so write! 1 also love daisy. 

|| -hazel *dronckaert straat 

206*8930 lauwe*belgium 
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This whole thing should be about more 
than one dimensional third grade politics. 

It’s got to be more. It must be more 
challenging than wearing your FUCK RACISM 
hooded sweatshirt and thinking that’s it. Thinking 
you’re not racist is not the means to the end. Why do 
you think it’s enough to be like "yeah, I’m not sexist, 

I mean I totally respect girls that clap dance ?" Or 
"I’m not homophobic, I mean, I have a gay friend." It 
makes me feel so dumb when you say that to me and 
think that’s the end. It goes so much deeper then that. 
It’s so much more. Respect me for who I am, what I 
do, all I stand for - not the clothes I wear, size of my 
x, or kids I know. Hate me for my actions, not who 
I’m down with or how loud I scream. I want you to 
know that it will never end, it will never be as simple 
as you want it to be. All the hatred inside of you will 
not automatically go away if you say the right things 
or sing the right lyrics. 

Please stop thinking it’s so easy, because 
it’s not. I need legitimate confrontation and support to 
be able to feel included - and not some quarter page 
in a zine like "I love girls, they are cool, let them be 
in sXe too!" Don’t trivialize or oversimplify my live. 
It’s more than giving props to cuXfp on stage. It’s 
more than getting me to do a page for your zine so 
you can prove you’re not sexist, it’s more. 

We all need to strive for multi¬ 
dimensionality. Be more than a fucking slogan or 
tool. Be more than the next follower. Know that 

racismequalsspeciesmequalsclassismequalssexismequal 

s homophobia. Live it. Being drug free and/or 
vegetarianism is not the the means to the end. it is not 
the ultimate goal, and you know, I really don t kno^ 
how we ever came to that conclusion. So, like, fight 
me - ok? 

♦ flier I made but never really distributed, so i gave it 
to spectrum zine. (7.25) 
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